La Oficina en Washington para Asuntos Latinoamericanos
(WOLA), fue fundada en 1974 con el fin de promover los derechos
humanos, la democracia y la justicia socioeconomica en
Latinoamérica. Trabaja para mejorar las politicas estadounidenses
a través de la educacion publica, incidencia politica y la
formulacion de propuestas para reformar politicas hacia América
Latina. WOLA mantiene una relacion estrecha con colegas
latinoamericanos, posee accesibilidad con oficiales
estadounidenses de alto rango y ha traido a centenales de sus
socios en la region a Washington para dialogar con gestores de
politicas estadounidenses.

WOLA exhorta al gobierno de los EEUU a basar su politica
exterior hacia Latinoamérica en la cooperacion, el respeto y los
objetivos en comin. Ademas, insta a los politicos para que
apoyen los derechos humanos, el desarrollo equitativo y la
seguridad ciudadana. Al mismo tiempo, monitorea la
gobernabilidad democratica en la region, tomando en cuenta
que la solidez de la democracia requiere de la participacion activa
de los ciudadanos de todos los sectores de la sociedad.

Actualmente, WOLA se enfoca en las siguientes areas:

Derechos Humanos y Defensores de los Derechos:

Aunque la situacién ha cambiado en Latinoamérica, todavia se
presentan abusos en el cumplimiento de los derechos humanos.
WOLA lucha por poner fin a estos abusos y a la impunidad que
los permiten. Ademas apoya a los defensores de los derechos
humanos en sus demandas de justicia por violaciones del pasado.

Seguridad Ciudadana:

El crimen y la violencia son los mayores problemas en
Latinoamerica y los gobiernos usualmente responden con
soluciones a corto plazo y represivas. WOLA promueve estrategas
enfocadas en los derechos humanos, la prevencion de la violencia
y en la reforma policial y judicial.

Derechos y Desarrollo:

WOLA analiza el impacto de las politicas economicas y
comerciales estadounidenses en Latinoamérica sobre los
Derechos de los Trabajadores y las areas rurales. Al mismo
tiempo, busca situar los derechos humanos dentro del marco
de las estrategias de desarrollo de los EEUU, enfocandose en
reducir la pobreza y la desigualdad y en promover el desarrollo
sostenible.

Politica Antidrogas:

La Guerra Contra las Drogas en Latinoameérica ha tenido un bajo
impacto en el consumo doméstico de drogas en los EEUU y ha
tenido efectos negativos sobre los derechos humanos y la
democracia en la region. WOLA promueve un nuevo enfoque
basado en la reduccion de dafios méas que en la erradicacion e
interdiccion.
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The inherent dignity and the equal
and inalienable rights of all members
of the human family is the foundation

of freedom, justice and peace
in the world.

-United Nations Universal Declarati%n of Hgma_lnoﬁigghis,
ecember 10, 1948.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

WOLA depends on contributions from people like you
to carry out our work.
Visit www.wola.org today to make a gift
or contact us at:

1666 Connecticut Ave., NW #400
Washington, DC 20009
Phone (202) 797-2171
Fax (202) 797-2172
www.wola.org
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The Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) promotes
human rights, democracy, and social and economic justice in
Latin America. Founded in 1974, WOLA presses for better U.S.
policies toward Latin America through public education, advocacy,
and policy reform proposals. WOLA, whose work is based on
close relations with Latin American colleagues, has access to
top level U.S. officials and has brought hundreds of its regional
partners to Washington to dialogue with policymakers.

Human Rights and Democracy: Meeting Today’s Challenges

WOLA encourages the U.S. government to take an approach to
Latin America policy based on cooperation, respect, and mutual
aspirations. WOLA urges policymakers to support human rights,
development with equity, and citizen security. WOLA also monitors
democratic governance in the region, mindful that strong
democracies require active citizen participation from all sectors

Over 30 Years of Leadership on Human Rights sheosebstHitent WOk A cdseaion:

Human Rights and Rights Defenders:

While much has changed in Latin America, systematic human
rights abuses still occur. WOLA fights to end abuses and the
impunity that permits them. WOLA also supports human rights
advocates as they demand accountability for past violations.

@ Organized U.S. congressional delegations to Latin America,
including the first to observe elections in 1978;

@ Helped draft the landmark 1975 Harkin Amendment which
prohibited military aid to governments that abuse human rights;

® |ssued the first major report documenting human rights abuses
by the Nicaraguan contras in the mid-1980s;

Citizen Security:

Crime and violence are major problems in Latin America, and
governments often respond with short-term, repressive solutions.
WOLA promotes strategies focused on human rights, violence
prevention, and police and judicial reform.

@ Played a key role in lobbying Congress to approve large-scale
emergency aid for Central America after Hurricane Mitch;

® Succeeded with a coalition of human rights groups in 2007
in shifting U.S. aid for Colombia toward economic development
and away from military assistance;

Rights and Development:

WOLA analyzes the impact of U.S. economic and trade policy in
Latin America on workers’ rights and rural sectors. WOLA also
aims to place human rights at the center of U.S. development
strategies, with a focus on reducing poverty and inequality, and
promoting sustainable development.

® Played a vital role in the establishment of a precedent-setting,
international commission to investigate illegal armed groups and
organized crime in Guatemala in 2007; and

Drug Policy:

The drug war in Latin America has had little impact on U.S.
domestic drug consumption, and has had negative effects on
human rights and democracy in the region. WOLA advocates
for a new approach, focused more on harm reduction than
eradication and interdiction.

@ Helped ensure that 30 percent of the 2008 U.S. citizen security
assistance package for Central America, - called the “Merida
Initiative” — was designated for violence prevention.
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Recent Major Publications
Disponibles en Espariol

Protect and Serve? The Status of Police Reform in Central
America

‘¢ Proteger y servir? El estado de la reforma policial en
Centroamérica’

DR-CAFTA and Worker's Rights: Moving from Paper to Practice
‘DR-CAFTA - pasando del papel a la practica’

A Compass for Colombia Policy
‘Un nuevo rumbo para la politica estadounidense hacia
Colombia'

Human Rights Tribunal in Latin America: The Fujimori Trial in
Comparative Perspective

‘Tribunales de derechos humanos en America Latina: el juicio
a Fujimori en perspectiva comparada’

Forging New Ties: A Fresh Approach to U.S. Policy in Latin
America

‘Forjando nuevos lazos: un nuevo planteamiento para la politica
estadounidense hacia América Latina'

Chemical Reactions: Fumigation - Spreading Coca and
Threatening Colombia’s Ecological & Cultural Diversity
'Una estrategia fallida: la aspersion de cultivos de uso ilicito
en Colombia’

Ready, Aim, Foreign Policy: How the Pentagon’s role in foreign
policy is growing, and why Congress—and the American
public—should be worried

‘La politica exterior se viste de camuflado’

Daring to Care: Community-Based Responses to Youth Gang
Violence in Central America and Central American Immigrant
Communities in the United States



